"In vivo" leukocyte chemotaxis in experimental mice Schistosoma mansoni infection.
The "in vivo" chemotaxis was studied in C57Bl/10 mice 10, 30, 50 and 60 days after a Schistosoma mansoni infection in comparison to a control group (uninfected mice). Staphylococcal protein A was injected into a connective tissue air pouch of control and experimental mice and the leukocyte chemotaxis was counted. A decrease in polymorphonuclear (PMN) leukocyte response was found in infected mice in comparison to the control group (p < 0.05). The 10 day infected mice showed a decreased PMN leukocyte response respecting the control group (p < 0.05) and this finding became more evident 30 and 50 days post-infection. Although the PMN leukocyte response of 60 day infected mice increased in comparison to 50 day infected animals, it was still significantly lower the control response. The mononuclear leukocyte response was not significantly different between infected or uninfected mice.